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science in the abstract ? There are sciences, as
there are trades and crafts ; but abstract science
doesn't exist at all.'
* Very good.   Well, and in regard to the other
traditions accepted in human conduct, do you
maintain the same negative attitude ?'
* What's this, an examination ?' asked Bazarov.
Pavel Petrovitch turned   slightly pale. . . .
Nikolai Petrovitch thought it his duty to inter-
pose in the conversation.
* We will converse on this subject with you
more in detail some day, dear Yevgeny Vassil-
yitch; we will hear your views, and express our
own.   For my part, I am heartily glad you are
studying the natural sciences.    I have heard
that Liebig   has   made  some wonderful dis-
coveries in the amelioration of soils.   You can
be of assistance to me in my agricultural labours;
you can give me some useful advice.'
'I am at your service, Nikolai Petrovitcfa;
but Liebig's miles over our heads! One has
first to learn the a b c, and then begin to read,
and we haven't set eyes on the alphabet yet*
*You are certainly a nihilist, I see that/
thought Nikolai Petrovitch. ' Still, you will allow
me to apply to you on occasion,' he added aloud.
* And now I fancy, brother, it's time for us to be
going to have a talk with the bailiff.*
Pavel Petrovitch got up from his seat
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